































































































Aviation of Japan 日本の航空史






A site dedicated to information and discussion about the history of aviation and aeroplanes in Japan and the Far East. 
日本と東洋の航空史と航空機に関する専門サイト。皆様からの情報やコメントをお待ちしてます。（日本語でも可）
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Painting The Early Zero-Sen - PDF e-guide











"





To coincide with the release of the Airfix 1/72nd scale Mitsubishi A6M2 Zero kit I have produced an e-guide in PDF 'Painting the Early Zero-Sen' which will be available on a limited basis. It contains a run down and comparison of all relevant hobby paints which have been measured and tested. 28 pages, 6,000 words, with two colour photos and 53  sRGB rendered colour chips. See side panel for ordering details.











Sections are as follows:-






Introduction


Personal Interpretation and Choice


Imagery and Paints Circa 1970-1996


The Historical Evidence


Hobby Paint Colours


Painting the Details


Conclusion


Sample Pages






















What they have said about it:-






" . . . a belated thank you for the guide which I have found an excellent and very informative read."







" . . . your article is superb-I think my OTB project may be the Tamiya 1/32 A6M2!"







" I cannot remember if I told you so, but the Zero paint guide is excellent."







"I appreciate the work you've put into this, it's some really good analysis."







"Thank you for the Zero painting guide.  Lots of great information."







"It was exactly what I'd expected and solved many of the lingering questions that I'd had for quite a while (since 1996 I think!)."












"Great stuff. I can see a lot of work here. Congratulations on a great effort. I'm looking forward to the other titles on the website."







"I love the format. This is going to be so useful for anyone who wants to paint an early Zero accurately!"







" . . . this is AMAZING stuff. Wow what a feast for Zero fans! I am most impressed at the way you have laid this out very comprehensive and very complete. A one stop shop for all your paint needs for the early Zeros. My congratulations!" 







" . . . thank YOU for all that great work! The material is perfect, extremely useful."










"Congratulations on a job well done with your early Zero paint guide. Very informative and I now have a much clearer idea on the exterior finish to apply to my 32nd A6M2."







"Great job with the painting guide for the early Zeros."







"Hi Nick - an excellent piece of work, congratulations."







"Your approach of recreating the original paints and then experimenting with the aging process is probably the closest that we can get to the actual colour at this time. Recognizing that paint has such variables should temper much of the over-specific concentration on one colour as the only correct one."







"Painting the Early Zero-Sen is a very well thought out document, It will be very useful to have in regards to figure out appropriate Japanese colors for profiles and models."







" This is really great!  Now, if you would write one up for the early Kate and Val!"







"What a fantastic Job! Well done. Now I have no excuses to go wrong."   







"I have only looked at the first two pages, and it seems a great piece of work- you must have put a lot of time and effort into it."







"Thanks for sending me the pdf...it's just great."














Image credits: PDF cover and sample pages © 2011 "Straggler"
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Straggler 脱走兵




at
23:53




























8 comments:


	







Piotr Mikołajski
said...

	

Review (in Polish) was just published in my Plastikowe.pl magazine.

This booklet is excellent, just go buy your copy, read and prepare your paints and kits.



	


10 November 2011 at 23:06








	







aek
said...

	

This e-guide is a remarkable work by an author who relies on extensive factual research. It is must for every modeller conscious decorating Zero kit closer to reality.
A review (in French)has been published on my blog!
Bernard aek172



	


24 December 2013 at 13:46








	







Unknown
said...

	

I'm very interested in this PDF.  How can I obtain it?

Thanks so much.



	


2 July 2014 at 15:46








	







Straggler 脱走兵
said...

	

Hello Bill

Thanks for your interest. If you scroll down the menu bar on the right side of the page you should see a box advertising this pdf and  an email link. If you click on the link you can send me an email.

There is also an email link under "Contact Straggler" in the same menu bar. 

Regards
Nick



	


2 July 2014 at 16:03








	







Mark Sellick
said...

	

Hi,
I would be very interested in this PDF (and the Orange Yellow Enigma as well). I've tried the link, but it doesn't seem to work for me - maybe because I use Gmail rather than outlook?
I'm sure it's just me being dense, but perhaps you could advise?
Many thanks,
Mark



	


13 August 2020 at 20:55








	







Burke Burnett
said...

	

I am also interested in purchasing this PDF, but do not see an obvious way to do so. Please advise and thank you.



	


10 October 2020 at 01:23








	







Straggler 脱走兵
said...

	

Thanks for your interest. Please click anywhere on the text in the 'Contact Straggler' box on the right hand sidebar, below the Archive. That links directly to my email.



	


10 October 2020 at 08:18








	







Unknown
said...

	

Unfortunately I am unable to figure out how to order. Please enlighten me.




	


13 July 2022 at 01:17
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A Member of PAHWA





PAWHA is an international organisation representing a collective of researchers and authors from all walks of life, who collaborate with each other on their niche expertise in all areas and specialties of the Pacific war.  Its alumni include about 50 members, mainly recognised authors and researchers. As multinational historians PAWHA members preserve a unanimous desire for objectivity and veritas. The PAWHA insignia represents the Southern Cross, signifying the skies of the Pacific. It was designed by Don Marsh.






Top 50 Aviation Blogs And Websites For Aviation Professionals







Ranked 27th in 2016
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Top Ranked Aviation Blog in 2018
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Detailing the D3A1 by Ryan Toews







Request a copy from Ryan






Contact 'Straggler'


I welcome correspondence or queries from fellow enthusiasts, whether old hands or just starting out - and will always try to help if I can - please email me here






Translate









Aviation Graphic







Aviation Graphic offers high quality aviation art prints, including the Japanese aircraft profiles of Ronnie Olsthoorn. These beautiful large scale prints are the best way to appreciate the very fine detail.






Arawasi







Recommended for the best in Japanese aviation resources, magazines, books, kits and decals.






Bestfong Decals







Large range of Chinese Air Forces & Army decals for many different aircraft types in 1/144, 1/72, 1/48 & 1/32 scales






Dead Design Models







Masks, Resin & Vac Canopies






j-aircraft.com







Japanese Aircraft, Ships & Historical Research






Lifelike Decals







1/72, 1/48 & 1/32 Japanese Subjects!






Rising Decals







1/72, 1/48 & 1/32 Japanese Subjects plus resin & PE accessory sets!






Tets Research Institute







Exceptional Modelling






Model Aircraft Pics Welcome!


Please show your pics of Japanese, Chinese or other Far Eastern model aircraft here where they will remain in the archive and be appreciated by dedicated Japanese aircraft enthusiasts from 209 different countries!

Email me with your pics






Aviation of Japan Resources for Modellers





email me here






In Preparation


Aviation of Japan Key Data Guide #2 Kawasaki Ki-45 Toryu Colours
Ki-49 Donryu Units, Operations, Colour Schemes & Markings
IJAAF Colours Compendium 1922-45 (similar format to MAP/RAF Colours - colour chips, comparisons and usage notes)
Aviation of Japan Key Data Guide #3 Mitsubishi Ki-46 Interceptor Colours 
IJN 4th Kokutai






Ohka Colours





3-Page PDF with colour chips via email






IJN Dark Greens





Updated. 47 page analysis - 27 hobby paint comparison chips, plus tables and schematics. PDF via email @ £15






Key Data Guide Extra - MAP/RAF Colours 1939-45





21 page PDF with 30 colour chips, FS 595, Munsell, RAL & Methuen equivalents plus usage notes - available now £12.99 via via Email






Aviation of Japan Key Data Guide # 1 - Mitsubishi J2M Raiden Colour Notes





10-page pdf, 9 colour chips, explanatory notes £6.50 via Email






Orange Yellow Enigma





The Colour of IJN Trainer & Experimental Aircraft - 8-page pdf now bundled with Painting the Early Zero-Sen






Painting The Early Zero-Sen







Now updated! Limited Edition 47 page e-guide in pdf with over 80 colour chips, 4 colour schematics and 1 table. £15 via Email






Japanese Armour Colours - A Primer







20 page colour e-guide in pdf @ £10.50 via Email






All Comments Welcome - Please Read Before Posting


You don't need a Google username and password to make comments on the posts. To add a comment just click on "comments" at the bottom of each post. A pop-up shows the comments already made with a box to add your own comment. Ignore the Google Username and Password boxes and select "Name/URL" instead. A box will open where you can enter your name and then publish your comment. All comments are moderated and therefore may not appear immediately. Anonymous comments will not be posted, however meritorious.






Eagles of the Southern Sky







The Tainan Ku Over New Guinea - simply superb






Kugisho E14Y Glen Submarine-borne Floatplane







The definitive English-language monograph






Japanese Special Attack Aircraft & Flying Bombs







Definitive and essential coverage






Japanese Air Forces Over the NWA 1942-1945







Excellent account. Enquiries to author Bob Alford






Darwin's Air War







Fascinating and highly recommended account by Bob Alford






Beyond Pearl Harbour







Untold stories of Japan's Naval Airmen from interviews with surviving veterans. Very highly recommended.






"The Eagles of Manchukuo 1932-1945"







An Illustrated HIstory of the Civil and Military Aviation - Beautifully arcane and absolutely fascinating - Very highly recommended






Japanese Aviation Links


	A6M232's Site
	Arawasi Blog!
	e-Samoloty ~ Polish e-books on Japanese Aircraft
	Fuku's Japanese Aviation Site
	j-aircraft.com - "the best web site in English related to Japanese military aviation"
	Japanese 3D Control Panels etc
	Japanese Aviation and More
	Katsushi Owaki's blog "Sora no Mukashibanashi" (The Old Tale through the Sky)
	Omami's J-Model Works - Great for Japanese Links
	Summer's Blog - Images of Japanese Aircraft
	Ta.gucci's Blog - Japanese Aircraft and Art
	Tets Research Institute ~ Exceptional Modelling
	The Museum of Classic Model Airplanes








Chinese Aviation Links


	Taiwan Air Blog ~ Airfields & POW Camps Data
	Chinese Aircraft - Superb Modelling Blog
	Greg Crouch ~ China's Wings
	Clarence Fu's ROC Chinese Aviation Blog
	C W Lam's Early Chinese Aircraft
	C W Lam's Chinese Aviation Modelling Gallery
	C W Lam's Insignia of China








Other Aviation & Modelling Links


	Aerothentic Research & Publications
	Air Warfare Forum
	Aussie Modeller International
	Aviaeology Decals
	Aviation Art Portfolio of Alexander Jay
	Aviation Art by Alexander Jay
	AviationArt.aero (Ronnie Olsthoorn)
	Charlie Hugo's South African Aviation Site
	Crosswind's SE Asian Decal Sheets
	Empire City Decals
	Håkan Gustavsson's WWII Biplane Fighter Aces
	Jerry Boucher's Aviation Art & Prints
	John Mollison - Aviation Stories, Artwork & Ephemera
	Love of Plastic Models
	New Zealand Fighter Pilots Museum
	North Pacific Skies
	Pearl Harbor History Associates
	Replica in Scale
	Rising Decals - Many Japanese Subjects
	Skyraider's 3D Aviation Art
	Srecko Bradic's Aviation Art Blog
	Srecko's Aviation and Art from Serbia
	Wings of Peace








About Me


	

Straggler 脱走兵


	I first became fascinated by aviation in the Far East at the age of about 7 when my father lifted me into the cockpit of an 'Ohka' rocket-propelled piloted suicide bomb displayed outside the armoury at RAF Cottesmore. It made me think about the people who had designed and built such a weapon . . . and why . . . but especially those who were prepared to fly it - and those who had to face it.


View my complete profile
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